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This checklist is used to ensure that all eligibility factors have been considered before the eligibility decision is made.

1.
Is there a court order granting managing conservatorship for the child to a licensed, private, non-profit child-placing agency?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No – go to number 3


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, continue

2.  Is there an adoptive placement (requires all of the following)?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 signed adoptive placement agreement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 approved adoptive home study


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 criminal background check that meets Licensing’s standards


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No – list as reason for denial and continue


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, continue

3.  Does the child meet the definition of “special needs?”

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 at least 6 yrs. old;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 at least two years and minority;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 being adopted with or to join a sibling; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 professionally diagnosed handicapping condition

AND

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 there was reasonable effort to place without adoption assistance, unless against child’s interest; and

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 child is legally free for adoption (e.g., TPR Decree)?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No – list as reason for denial and continue


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, continue

4.  Child meets citizenship requirements?


If not U. S. citizen, must document that child is:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 permanent resident or other qualified alien for 5 years or more;


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 entered U. S. as permanent resident or other qualified alien before 8/22/96; or


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 refugee or asylee as defined in 8 USC 1613(b)

OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Child has been permanent resident or other qualified alien for less than 5 years and is being adopted by a U. S. citizen, permanent resident or other qualified alien.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No – list as reason for denial and continue

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes to #3 - 4, certify for reimbursement of nonrecurring adoption expenses

AND



-- Stop if answer to #1 or 2 is No, or



-- Continue if answers to #1 - 4 is Yes

At least one of the following (#5 – 8) must be “Yes” for IV-E eligibility; otherwise, the child is not eligible for assistance other than non-recurring expenses:

5.  Does child have a determination of eligibility for SSI benefits (i.e., award letter from SSA)?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – eligible for IV-E adoption assistance


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, continue

6.  Is this a subsequent adoption of a child who has been already receiving IV-E adoption assistance under a signed agreement with DFPS or another Title IV-E agency?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A determination was made that the child cannot or should not return to the first adoptive parents (e.g., TPR or death of parents, or adoption disruption, etc.); and 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Child meets definition of special needs at the time adoption petition is filed.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – eligible for IV-E adoption assistance


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, continue

7.  Is this a subsequent adoption of a child who has been receiving Title IV-E adoption assistance under a signed agreement with a Title IV-E agency (whether DFPS or another state)?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A determination has been made that the child cannot or should not return to the first adoptive parents (e.g., TPR or death of parents, adoptive parents relinquish, etc.); and


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Child meets definition of special needs (see question 3) at the time the adoption petition is filed.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – eligible for IV-E adoption assistance


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, continue

8.  Does the child qualify for Title IV-E adoption assistance under an AFDC eligibility determination (i.e., all the following must be present)?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The first court order following the petition to remove the child from the home contains a finding that it is against the child’s interest to remain in or be returned to the home from whom the child is being removed. 

[This cannot be a mere acknowledgement and acceptance by the court of an affidavit of voluntary relinquishment by the parent(s)—e.g., a decree terminating parental rights (TPR) which simply acknowledges an affidavit of voluntary relinquishment by the parent(s) and finds termination is in the child’s best interest is not a removal order.  However, a TPR Order may make findings in addition to acknowledging the relinquishment; it may be a removal order when the court states the independent reason the child cannot or should not return to the home of the parent(s).] 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the child was not physically removed from a parent or relative in the month the petition to remove was filed, the child is considered constructively removed from the person with legal responsibility for the child (i.e., the home of removal), and the child must have lived with this person at some point in the six months before the petition was filed; and


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the child were still living in the home of removal during the month the petition to removed was filed, the child would have met requirements for domicile (living with a specified relative), parental deprivation and the AFDC income and resource guidelines.

[This last determination (the child’s AFDC eligibility) must also be determined as of the month that the adoption petition is filed.]


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes to all in #8 – eligible for IV-E adoption assistance (if also Yes to #1-4)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No to all the above (#5 – 8) - no eligibility

Elements of AFDC Eligibility (See Appendix 1542-F for detailed guidance)

1.  Domicile – must be living with and physically removed from the home of a specified relative during the month removal petition is filed, or must have lived with parent or relative who had managing conservatorship within 6 months before the month the court removal petition is filed.

2.  Parental Deprivation – child is deprived of support and care from at least one legal parent due to death, continued absence from the home, physical/mental incapacity, or underemployment of the primary wage earner.  Deprivation must be met in the month the removal petition is filed, as if the child were still living in that home.

3.  Resources limit – the total resources for the certified group of persons living in the home of removal must not exceed $10,000.

4.  Income limit - the total earned and unearned income of the members of the certified group (subject to exemptions stated in Appendix 1542-F) does not exceed the income threshold for eligibility (under the chart in Appendix 1542-C), as of the month the removal petition is filed – i.e., would the child be AFDC eligible had s/he not been removed?

